It is our great pleasure to publish this special issue with reviews relevant to global health. IJPH launched this Call to concert the 9th European Congress on Tropical Medicine and International Health, which runs under the title ''Driving the Best Science to Meet Global Health Challenges''. The Call received high attention with 18 manuscripts submitted from 11 countries in the Americas, Europe and Asia. Although half of the submitted reviews addressed problems in low-income or developing countries, no authors from Africa responded to the Call. Does this reflect the continued inequity in the availability of research resources for global health?
To manage the rigorous peer review process, we were again largely dependent on our highly committed international reviewers, greatly acknowledged in Table 1 . Given the topic of the Call, we tried our best to involve experts from across the world as peer reviewers and received reports from 37 experts from 16 countries, though the majority of peer reviewers is based in USA or Canada (13), or in Europe (12). Nine reviews were finally accepted for publication. The special issue now presents an interesting range of reviews, as the contributing authors bring to our focus infectious diseases, maternal and child health, and finally physical and mental health.
Repeating the major success of the IJPH Call launched in 2013 (Künzli 2013) , we have again asked the audience of the conference to choose the most interesting review based on a set of four abstracts that we considered to represent the most relevant reviews that were accepted for publication. The four publications reviewed topics on equity in maternal health care service utilization, knowledge transfer strategies to improve public health in lowincome countries, injury and rehabilitation interventions in humanitarian crises and concerns on vaccination use in low-and middle-income countries.
Reducing maternal mortality is one of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and in the post-2015 era, it will remain an important agenda to be pursued amidst the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). A systematic review by Ç alışkan et al. (2015) found a lack of equity in the utilization of maternal health care in developing countries, and directed our attention to not only improving maternal care but more importantly, ensuring that even the most disadvantaged mothers have equal access to the improved care. This is an important paradigm shift, which will bring us another step closer to reducing maternal mortality.
Knowledge transfer from research to policy and use is an interesting and important process for the global health community. Through a scoping review, Dagenais et al. (2015) provided an overview of the effective and innovative transfer strategies commonly employed and highlighted the need for a systematic evaluation of these strategies. A well-established knowledge transfer process is also essential to inform injury and physical rehabilitation interventions in times of conflict and environmental disasters. As Smith et al. (2015) reviewed the quality of evidence that informs rehabilitation interventions in humanitarian crises, they discovered an inadequacy of such evidence with most of the existing evidence being of mediocre quality. They also highlighted the need to bridge the gap between the research and operational communities. It is often said that knowledge is power and as illustrated in these two publications, ensuring a quick and effective transfer of knowledge from research to public use will allow the empowerment of health care consumers and humanitarians.
Vaccine hesitancy is a phenomenon increasingly observed in both developing and developed countries. Bosch-Caplanch et al. (2015) highlighted that concerns on the harmful effects of vaccination turned out to be the most common factor influencing vaccine use in developing countries. Although a lot of research has been performed describing concerns on vaccine use, studies testing interventions to address these concerns are scarce. Since vaccine use is highly influenced by social, cultural and religious beliefs, developing a package of interventions addressing each concern might prove to be more useful for the global community.
With the conclusion of the voting period, we are pleased to announce that the runner-up of the award competition is the review of Caliskan and colleagues with 49 out of 235 votes-congratulations to the authors! With 112 out of 235 votes, the review of Cobos Muñoz and co-authors emerged a clear winner. We congratulate and gladly award the first author with free open access publication of the review and a sum 2'000 CHF.
We hope that our readers are intrigued by the reviews published in this issue and that all those being at the conference in Basel will greatly profit from this scientific platform on global health.
